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Thank you to all who made it possible through their support and help  
to organize and realize the IBO 2013.
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Media Coverage IBO 2013
Introduction
The organization of the International Biology Olympiad 2013 provided an excellent op-
portunity to make scientific Olympiads more visible in Switzerland and to raise awareness 
about this competition among the Swiss population and opinion leaders. Therefore, a lot of 
effort was set on achieving large media coverage. After a rather modest echo in the period 
before the event and at its start, the interest of the media increased massively during the 
IBO, leading eventually to a highly satisfying coverage – mostly in the German speaking 
part of Switzerland. This was not too much of a surprise, although a better coverage could 
have been expected in the French speaking part as one of the Swiss participants came from 
this area.

Thanks to monitoring, we know of around 130 media contributions about the IBO 2013 as 
articles or broadcasts in Swiss and Liechtenstein media, but there were probably even more. 
International contributions are not taken into account in this survey as we have no suitable 
instruments to track them extensively.

Some of the most representative contributions were put together in the following short re-
view and a table was set up for the radio and TV reports (see page 14). As a matter of fact, 
we were covered by several leading print and online newspapers of the German speaking 
area (NZZ, Bund, Basler Zeitung, 20 Minuten) as well as by many regional newspapers. 
Moreover, we are proud that the leading TV station in Switzerland produced a report on the 
IBO which was broadcasted at prime time during the most popular television program in 
Switzerland, the main evening news (49% audience rate) – a fantastic result. 

It was not a surprise to us that the media mainly focused on the participants – the people 
and their stories – as this is what interests readers, viewers and listeners. Skilled youngsters 
who are ready to meet a challenge and to achieve an exceptional performance for their pas-
sion fascinate and are an interesting subject. 

A list of all media contributions is available on demand from the Association of Swiss 
Scientific Olympiads ASSO. 
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TV and Radio Broadcasts
A selection of video and audio broadcasts published on TV, radio or websites can be found 
in the following table:

Station Program Date Language

SRF 1 (radio) Regionaljournal AG / SO April 08, 2013 DE

RaBe (radio) Veranstaltungen June 01, 2013 DE

TeleBärn (TV) News July 16, 2013 DE

SRF 1 (TV) Tagesschau Mittag July 17, 2013 DE

SRF 1 (TV) Tagesschau Hauptausgabe July 17, 2013 DE

SRF 1 (radio) Regionaljournal AG / SO July 17, 2013 DE

SRF 1 (radio) Regionaljournal BE / FR / VS July 17, 2013 DE

RSI Rete Due (radio) Foglio Volante July 18, 2013 IT

Radio Bern 1 (radio) Nachrichten 17:00 July 20, 2013 DE

TeleBärn (TV) News July 20, 2013 DE

swissinfo.ch (web) Sci & Tec (video report) August 02, 2013 EN
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